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Jaguar Land Rover’s Range_e crowned 2011’s best automotive 
innovation  
 

Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) has won SMMT’s 2011 Award for Automotive Innovation for its prototype Range_e 

– the world’s first luxury Plug-in Hybrid Electric 4x4 with integrated V6 diesel engine.   

 

The award, sponsored by GKN Driveline, was presented to JLR’s Chief Engineer, Hybrids, Peter Richings at 

SMMT’s Annual Dinner by Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, Norman Baker and Rob 

Rickell, Global Engineering Director, GKN.   

 

The Range_e beat off stiff competition from companies across the car, commercial vehicle and supply chain 

sectors to win SMMT’s second annual award designed to showcase the importance of R&D and the role the 

UK plays in developing global automotive products. 

 

Commenting on the announcement, Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive and chair of the five-strong judging 

panel said, “JLR has engineered and manufactured a highly-efficient and technologically advanced prototype 

vehicle that clearly demonstrates industry’s commitment to lowering vehicle emissions and creating exciting 

products for demanding consumers. This award champions industry innovation – promoting cutting-edge 

automotive engineering and design that the UK is famed for around the world.”  

 

Receiving the Award, Peter Richings, Chief Engineer, Hybrids, JLR said, “Innovation and technology are the 

lifeblood of our business and we are delighted that our work has earned this recognition from our industry 

peers. Range_e demonstrates the advances we are making in cleaner and more fuel-efficient performance 

without compromising the performance and all-wheel-drive capabilities that are at the heart of our brand and 

we look forward to bringing its benefits to the market in the near future. The award for the Range_e project is 

testament to the range of skills, excellence and enthusiasm of not just our own engineers and designers, but 

the people in the research and academic organisations in the UK that have supported them.” 

 

Sponsor of this year’s Award, GKN Driveline’s Engineering Director, Rob Rickell said, “GKN Driveline is once 

again proud to sponsor the award. As a UK company, we recognise that research and development of 

technology will result in innovative solutions satisfying our society’s demanding and ever evolving needs. By 

doing this successfully, we and others will have a positive impact on the environment, the communities and 

the economies in which we all operate. The finalists tonight demonstrate fine examples of developments that 

embody that spirit.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Range_e, which was unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show this year, impressed judges with its four 

different modes of operation, ability to deliver emissions of 89g/km CO2 and driving range of more than 20 

miles in a pure EV mode.   

 

On presenting the Award, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, Norman Baker, spoke about 

the importance of recognising innovation within the UK’s automotive sector, adding that a collaborative 

approach across the commercial, business and government sectors was essential in encouraging new 

technologies and products to market.   

 

This year’s Award was judged by a panel of senior industry figures, including Dave Salt, Chief Engineer, 

GKN Driveline, Ralph Hosier, Engineer and Motoring Journalist and Jon Beasley, Group Technology Officer,  

GKN. UK engineering of the Range_e has been undertaken at JLR’s Gaydon engineering site and UK fleet 

trials began in December 2010. Earlier this year, Land Rover announced its plans to launch the first diesel-

electric hybrid in 2013.   

 

To view the video of this year’s Award for Automotive Innovation six shortlisted finalists and winner, click 

here.  

 
Notes to editors:  
SMMT’s Award for Automotive Innovation was launched in 2010 and awarded to Gordon Murray Design for the iStream. This year’s 
Award will be judged by Chief Engineer, GKN Driveline, Dave Salt, Engineer and Motoring Journalist, Ralph Hosier, Group Technology 
Officer, GKN, Jon Beasley and SMMT Chief Executive, Paul Everitt.  

 
To arrange an interview with the shortlisted entries or the judges of SMMT’s Award for Automotive Innovation 2011, contact Kate Owen, 
kowen@smmt.co.uk or tel 020 7344 1610.  

 
About SMMT: 
The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It 

supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and 
the media.   
 

The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy accounting for £49 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 
700,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for more than 10% of total UK exports and invests £1.3 billion each year in 
automotive R&D. In the last 10 years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the 

life cycle. Since 2000, improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce vehicles is down 28%, water use has been 
cut by 43% and 78% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 
20% compared to 10 years ago. For more details, see SMMT’s 12th Annual Sustainability Report and Motor Industry Facts at 

www.smmt.co.uk/publications.   
 
Note to broadcasters: SMMT has its own ISDN studio 
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Jonathan Visscher                               020 7344 9263                        jvisscher@smmt.co.uk  
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